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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . It is noted tliat the status identifier for claims 1 6-1 7 should be -previously 
presented-. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-8, 10, 12-13, and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Peterson, Jr. (US 3,760,673). 

Peterson discloses all the recited elements of the invention including: 

a) a rotatable blade having an edge which is non-linear radially (e.g., 18); 

b) a stationary counter-knife having an edge generally conforming to a 
profile of the blade edge (e.g., 30); 

c) a material support surface (e.g., at 35); 

d) the blade edge being located along an imaginary cylindrical surface 
formed by the rotation of the cutting edge so that the cutting edge of the 
rotating blade passes the cutting edge of the counter-knife in succession 
when rotating blade is turned (col. 3, lines 9-19). 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, col. 3, lines 9-19. Regarding claims 4 and 7, a 
portion of the blade edge can first rotate past the counter-knife to cut a portion of the 
carpet pile adjacent a base of the carpet first and the blade edge has a portion capable 
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of cutting an edge of tlie carpet witli an edge on the counter-knife liaving a profile 
conforming tine portion of the blade edge. Regarding claim 13, the blade is shaped 
such that it is capable of cutting portions that are perpendicular and angled relative to 
the plane of the carpet base. Regarding claims 1 6-1 7, the element 30 is movable 
relative to the element 35 via 36. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed March 28, 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicants contend that the Peterson reference does not teach or suggest a 
material support surface that is not co-planar with the counter-knife edge as claimed. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. The material is supported by the counter 
knife which is supported by the element 35. Hence, the surface on the element 35 
indirectly supports the material and is not co-planar with the counter-knife edge as 
claimed. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Choi whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4504. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on 571-272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Stephen Choi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 
24 June 2008 



